Expression of alpha-melanocyte stimulating hormone and the invasive ability of the B16 murine melanoma.
The expression of alpha melanocyte stimulating hormone (MSH) has been investigated in two variants of the B16 murine melanoma. The presence of MSH was demonstrated by immunohistochemical methods using anti-MSH antibodies. The low metastasis variant B16-F1, which grows as an encapsulated non-invasive tumour, showed no alpha-MSH immunoreactivity. In contrast, the high metastasis variant BL6 was found to be alpha-MSH positive and the immunoreactivity was found predominantly in the peripheral invading zones of the tumour.